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SUBJECT: DEATH OF CHIEF JUSTICE MAPETLA 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: LESOTHO GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED DECEMBER 28 
THAT CHIEF JUSTICE JOAS T. MAPETLA HAD DIED EARLY THAT MORNING AFTER 
LONG ILLNESS. MAPETLA WAS FIRST LESOTHO TO HOLD POSITION OF CHIEF 
JUSTICE, HAVING ASSUMED POSITION IN JANUARY 1974. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: COMMENT: MAPETLA'S DEATH IS SEVERE 
BLOW TO LESOTHO. HE WAS GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF TWO OR 
THREE ABLEST MEN IN COUNTRY. HE DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF FOR COURAGE, 
FAIRNESS, AND PROFESSIONAL ABILITY IN HIS CONDUCT OF THE TRIAL OF 
THE FIRST GROUP OF MEN ACCUSED OF TREASON IN WAKE OF 1974 COUP 
ATTEMPT. GOL WILL BE HARD-PRESSED TO FIND A REPLACEMENT FOR 

HIM. MOST NEARLY QUALIFIED REPLACEMENT WOULD BE KHALAKI SELLO, 
PRIVATE LAWYER AND RECENT IV GRANTEE, BUT HE LACKS STATURE OF 
MAPETLA AND IS ALSO LEADER OF OPPOSITION BASUTOLAND CONGRESS 
PARTY AND SHARP CRITIC OF GOVERNMENT. GOL WOULD BE LOATH TO 
REVERT TO FORMER PRACTICE OF HAVING SOUTH AFRICAN FILL POSITION; 

IT MAY TURN TO UNDP TO RECRUIT QUALIFIED AFRICAN EXPATRIATE. 
MEANWHILE, ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE IS TEWFIK COTRAN, PALESTINIAN- 
BORN CHRISTIAN WITH BRITISH CITIZENSHIP. 
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